
 

 

Portcullis at Hurst Castle 

This is the portcullis, it sits high above the Tudor entrance to Hurst Castle.  Although a portcullis has 

guarded the entrance since it was built, the present portcullis and chamber probably date from the 1850s. 

 

  

Activity Sheet 3 

Age 7+ 



Activity:  

1) Can you find in the castle where the portcullis would have come down?  Is it: 

a. In the Tudor gateway 

b. In the basement 

c. On the roof 

 

2) Whose job do you think it would have been to pull the portcullis up and down? 

a. A soldier 

b. The cook 

c. Henry VIII 

 

3) Do you think when it was night time the portcullis was up or down? 

a. Up 

b. Down 

 

4) Do you think it was heavy?  Why? 

 

 

 

5) Draw a sketch of the portcullis, explaining how it would have worked.  Underneath 

explain why a castle would have needed a portcullis. 

 

 

These free downloadable activity sheets were produced by Hurst Castle for The New Forest 

Children’s University.  Download from www.newforestcu.co.uk before your visit, complete 

while you are on your visit and remember to collect a stamp at the end.    

All activities are worth 0.5 credits/hours  


